
Speeding Ad Hoc Committee Summary Report 8/17/2024

David Hamlin, Mark Duhamel

David Martinez from Sandoval County confirms that the posted speed limit throughout Ranchos 
de Placitas is 25 MPH. In some cases where the road is particularly circuitous or the visibility is 
limited, the County has posted the speed limit at 20 MPH. All roads in Ranchos de Placitas are 
considered residential and are designated as maintenance level 4.

The language in the Sandoval Road Ordinance attached to David Martinez’s recent email 
indicates that level 4 roads shall have a maximum posted speed limit of 35 MPH unless 
otherwise posted (which it has been – set at 25 MPH by the county) See attached Ordinances

The County is not supportive of the use of speed bumps to reduce traffic speeds. Their 
recommendation is to contact the sheriff’s office for mobile radar support.

The County does not provide any pedestrian signage in the ROW because they do not 
recognize the roads as walkways, and since there are no sidewalks in Ranchos de Placitas, the 
issue of signage would have to fall onto individual homeowners who wish to support the caution 
signage. In the same way that some homeowners have attached signage to their fencing to 
designate a horse/wildlife corridor, or a blind drive, homeowners could post dog walker caution 
signs on their own property outside the ROW. See attached examples.

In support of educating visitors and residents about posted neighborhood speeds, see attached 
drawings of a revised and scaled community message board which increases the size of “Slow 
Down – 25 MPH Neighborhood Speed” and moves it to the top of the board where is less likely 
to be missed.



Good Morning,

 

See the following responses for the questions. Also the northern stretch of juniper rd.( Arroyo 
Venada to Tejon Canyon Rd. ) has a posted speed limit of 20 mph due to the  windiness of that 
section of road.   Let me know if you have any other questions. 

  

1) Does the county have any signage options available that would highlight the potential for foot/
dog walking traffic in the area? Something like what has been done to alert drivers of the 
possible presence of the wild horses in the area? If the county does not have anything, would 
there be any restrictions to local residents creating and installing something? – Currently there 
are no designated waking paths or trails that would require these types of signage, and as far as 
the residents installing signs, there may be liability issues and maintenance issues that would 
come with this. If a resident wanted to install some type of signage outside the row they would 
have to check with planning and zoning to make sure they are not violating zoning issues. 

  

2) Are you aware of any options (other than frequent police patrols) that are used to control 
traffic speeds in any subdivisions? Speed bumps/humps are not something that would be 
considered much of an option at this time- Speed humps /  bumps are not a traffic calming 
practice that the county utilizes on county roads- these devices have been studied and in rural 
areas increase emergency response time by an average of 10 seconds per device in some 
cases this could impact the outcome of the emergency . I know that on 165 they have used 
speed based message boards, but I was wondering if there is anything else? The thought is not 
to add police patrols. – you may want to speak with the sheriff’s department to see if they could 
set one of their mobile radar units on juniper to see if there is any change in the erratic driving 
behavior. 

  

3) There's a message board when you turn north onto Juniper from 165. I believe it was put 
there many years ago (25+) and most likely by the then neighborhood association. Not sure if 
this message board is on county maintained land or private/association land. If it's on land 
maintained by the county, what county requirements might there be if it was replaced? If 
replaced, the thought is to maybe make it somewhat larger. Can we as an association replace it 
and not violate any county requirements? – as far as the sign placement I am not sure if the 
sign is in the Counties ROW or on private you will have to check with planning and zoning on 
requirements for this type of sign.  



---------- Original Message ---------- 

From: "David A. Martinez" <damartinez@sandovalcountynm.gov> 

To: "mduhamel@comcast.net" <mduhamel@comcast.net> 

Cc: Roseanne Gomez <rgomez@sandovalcountynm.gov>, Mark Hatzenbuhler 
<mhatzenbuhler@sandovalcountynm.gov> 

Date: 05/02/2024 7:07 AM MDT 

Subject: RE: Speed Limit Questions 

  

  

Good Morning Mark,

 

We will take a look at the current speed limit signs that are in place, Juniper Rd. is a residential 
road and the posted speed limit is 25 MPH, there are some areas that may have a reduced 
speed due to special circumstances-  curves or intersections . Juniper road is a maintenance 
level 4 road as identified in the Sandoval County Road Ordinance section 4.D . Sandoval 
County Roads Department is responsible for maintaining the signs within the ROW. I have 
attached the County Road ordinance for your reference, let me know if you should have any 
other questions.

 

From: Mark Hatzenbuhler <mhatzenbuhler@sandovalcountynm.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 1:48 PM 
To: Roseanne Gomez <rgomez@sandovalcountynm.gov>; David A. Martinez 
<damartinez@sandovalcountynm.gov> 
Subject: FW: Speed Limit Questions

 

Roseanne, David:

 

Please respond to the below information request.

 

Mark

 

From: MARK DUHAMEL <mduhamel@comcast.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2024 9:11 PM 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To: Mark Hatzenbuhler <mhatzenbuhler@sandovalcountynm.gov> 
Subject: Speed Limit Questions

 

Be Secure!

This message has originated outside of your organization. Please exercise caution 
before clicking on any links or opening any attachments. 
If this email looks suspicious, report it to the IT department immediately.

 

Hello Mark, 

  

I was at a neighborhood meeting the other day and a question came up that maybe you can 
either answer, or direct me to someone who can. 

  

How are the speed limits set for roads in the subdivisions of Placitas? The subdivision I live in is 
North Ranchos de Placitas. One of the roads in question is Juniper Road. Currently there are 
signs on this road that designate a speed limit of both 20 and 25 MPH. I believe the entire road 
to be residential only, but there could be areas zoned commercial.  

  

Also, who is responsible for installing/maintaining any signage on the roads? Are there any 
documents you can suggest for reference to signage and speed limit settings? 

  

Thanks, 

  

Mark Duhamel 

25 Tejon Canon Road 

Placitas, NM 87043 

505-301-3018 

mailto:mhatzenbuhler@sandovalcountynm.gov






















Rancho de Placitas Bulletin Board

S L O W  D O W N !
E n j o y  O u r  B e a u t i f u l  E n v i r o n m e n t

Rancho de Placitas Bulletin Board

S L O W  D O W N !
E n j o y  O u r  B e a u t i f u l  E n v i r o n m e n t

R a n c h o  d e  P l a c i t a s  C o m m u n i t y  M e s s a g e  B o a r d  P r o p o s a l

S a m e  D e s i g n ,  2 5 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  s c a l e

S p e e d i n g  E m p h a s i s  a t  To p


